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2014 U.S. Dressage Finals Feature Impressive Returns

THE SPORT OF DRESSAGE i’s about the journey as much as the destination.
The road from green horse to Grand Prix competitor can be plagued with
obstacles, and keeping our equine partners healthy and sound is one of the biggest
challenges. Here we share the stories of two horses who overcame injuries and
physical issues to successfully compete in last fall’s U.S. Dressage Finals, the nati‘onal

head-to-head championship held annually by the USDF.

TOP: Entrance to the Kentucky Horse Park, Lexington, KY. LEFT: Windsong and owner/rider Aileen Daly, the happy second place winners of
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the AA Grand Prix Freestyle at the finals. RIGHT: Regional Open Third Level Freestyle Champions, Celtic Grace (“Gracie”) and Jonni Allen.



CELTIC GRACE

-~ 1n 2010, BObe Wo;towmz of Missouri and
_afriend went to see a mare named Celtic
Grace (“Gracie”). Going to look at Gracie
- was a long shot—while she was rumored
~ to be a nice quality mare, she was also
~ rumored to be a rogue. Gracie was a
seven-year-old Frles

za1mo3foM 1qqog Asanno) |

Bobbi |mmed|ately liked the mare.
_“There was something in her eye:

ian Sporthorse Associatio
st Level and Second Level

t A Rocky Road

‘It wasn't easyinthe b

Bobbi jokes that in
__limit—she'd work for 2
perlod She also
 training she began tog
~ Bobbi recalls that one
was hever a spooky
_bored easily, but she w
After a couple of mo
_show, where she won |
~ with scores of 72.5% ar
_“rogue”horse!
Jonni and Gracie co

in 201 1, earnmg three

iversity of Missouri’s vetermary hospital, but the
ea how since they couldn't even get her to stand.

Warm'blobds Today 1




ualrfy for the ﬁnals,
Bobbr remembers

ﬁnrshed third i in the Open Thrrd Level and fourth in the Open
Thrrd Level Freestyle e

rently schoolrng Fourth Level and the plan ‘f
ng;-her at thrs level later this year. “For OW... =

ontrnues to drive her. “The dressage has made ,

- mazing driving horse and one of her favorite things is
to go driving down the country roads;’ she says.

Although Gracie’s comeback asa rrdrng and drrvrng horse

in 24 hours, sh
~ hotel so she cc
took her ﬁrst drrnk

ruled out EHV 1 an
would get better,
developed a dang
brown—she had int
on the concrete. The
chance of survival an
nosis was “very guardec
compete again and it s
day that she could die. Bob

Then Gracie began to
-~ MU and returned home. Sh
2 couldn’t be turned out and

own as “Puff could easily
age schoolmaster. The 17-ye
er / Lauries Crusador xx) has
ssage with seven different

riders earn the required Gra
USDF Gold Medals. He a
Brentina Cup classes il
r Beachem. B

s heartbroken.
e, After two weeks she :

~ keptimproving.

,fRoad to Recovery
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Sleepless Nights
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